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For the last several years, the local headlines have  
been full of statistics demonstrating that Cincinnati is  
truly a tale of two cities. This community of great wealth  
is experiencing a great renaissance. But, at the same time, nearly  
half of all children in the City of Cincinnati live in poverty and nearly  
one in every five children in the Tri-State region lives in poverty. Our community  
is working hard to improve this dichotomy.

At Crayons to Computers, we believe that education is key to breaking the cycle of poverty and 
that everyone deserves the same opportunity for a great education. Our vision is that every 
child in Greater Cincinnati is equipped to excel at school. Crayons exists to level the playing field 
in the classroom by providing every student in need the tools to succeed in school.

Through the Teacher Free Store and the Mobile Outreach Program, Crayons strives to provide 
basic school supplies, tools for enhanced learning and incentive items to teachers who work 
with students in need. In this annual report, you can read about:

• How the Glenn O. Swing School gave back to Crayons.

• How Crafts with Conviction got its start.

• Crayons celebration of its 20th year and recognition of long-time, dedicated volunteers.

• Continued innovation at Crayons—this time by sharing hope and words of  
encouragement with students through the #MyWishForYou campaign.

• Stories—made possible by Crayons—from teachers across the region.

As we look to the future, Crayons is positioned to accomplish great things. On behalf of the 
Board, staff and many volunteers, we thank you for your partnership in this journey. 



than would be possible through 
the free store alone. In addition to 
providing access to Crayons for 
teachers that can’t make the trip 
to the free store, the MOP creates 
a can’t-miss presence whenever 
it visits a school. One student 
even sent her teacher back out to 
get books when she realized the 
teacher hadn’t taken any!

In the last three years, Glenn O., 
a school where all 500+ students 
are eligible for free/reduced-cost 
lunch, has received $100,000 in 
supplies from Crayons. Principal 
Scott Alter expressed his gratitude 
for Crayons at the check 
presentation, saying, “For all 
you’ve done for our school,  
we are incredibly thankful!  
I am thrilled our students  
were able to give back  
in this way and be  
part of helping other  
students in the  
community.”

L ast spring, the Crayons  
 staff was invited to a  
 special school visit: the  
 third graders at Glenn  
 O. Swing, in Covington, 

KY, had a check to present! It was 
the culmination of their spring 
service learning project. The 
students, with help from their 
teachers, planned and organized 
a school-wide Color Run held 
on the school’s playground. 
The students raised $1,121.50 
through registrations for the 
event, and instead of the money 
going to benefit the school (as 
was typical), they decided to 
donate all proceeds to Crayons to 
Computers. Students cheered as 
the check was being presented, 
clearly proud of the incredible 
contribution they were making.

For more than three years, the 
Mobile Outreach Program (MOP) 
has helped Crayons connect with 
schools like Glenn O. in more ways 

THE COLOR OF SUCCESS
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Combined total of shopping visits  
teachers made to the Teacher Free 
Store and Mobile Outreach Program.

20,332 SHOPPING VISITS

$533 WORTH OF 
SCHOOL SUPPLIES
taken per average shopping 
trip at the Teacher Free Store.

$9,500,000  
VALUE OF SUPPLIES  
distributed through the 
Teacher Free Store and the  
Mobile Outreach Program  
in 2016-17.
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In 1998, the Ohio Department of 
Rehabilitation and Corrections 
(ODRC) approached Crayons 
to Computers to see if there 
were any projects the inmates 

of Ohio’s prisons could complete 
as a part of their community 
service requirements. At the time, 
there was a supply of large poster 
board taking up too much space 
in Crayons’ small corner of the 
Freestore Foodbank. The inmates 
cut down the poster board into 
alphabet flashcards. Each card, 
designed by the inmates, turned 
out beautifully. 

New projects were added each 
time unique donations came 
through the door to Crayons. 
As more wardens approached 
Crayons for their own projects, it 
became clear that this program 
would be beneficial to both 
the ODRC and the teachers of 
our region, so the Crafts with 
Conviction (CwC) Program was 

born. Today, Crayons partners 
with 16 correctional and juvenile 
facilities, but the projects still 
depend on unique donations that 
come through the door. Items that 
teachers may not be able to use 
otherwise are transformed into 
hands-on educational activities. 

One of the most popular CwC 
items is the Turn & Learn. These 
clever tubes contain an entire set 
of flashcards in one compact tool. 
Students line up one circle to a 
math sentence (e.g., 2+8 or 7x6) 
and can check their answer using  
a second circle on the back. 

Mitsubishi Electric, a zero-landfill 
company, donates the plastic 
tubes and trays they use to store 

RECYCLING REFUSE INTO TEACHING TOOLS
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HOW YOU CAN HELP:
DONATE
VOLUNTEER
SUPPORT

For more information on ways you can help, 

please visit www.crayons2computers.org, or 

call 513.482.3290.

and transport parts. The tubes are 
taken to Lebanon Correctional 
where they will be changed into 
a usable tool. The outer tube is 
precisely measured before being 
drilled. The inner tube is carefully 
wrapped with printed math facts 
and taped into place. The tubes 
are assembled and each one is 
checked for accuracy. Finally, the 
brightly colored label is placed on 
the outside.

Completed products are distributed 
through our Teacher Free Store 
and the Mobile Outreach Program. 
Teachers are always thrilled to have 
Turn & Learns as they give students 
a hands-on and interesting way to 
learn basic math facts. It’s hard to 
keep them on the shelves!



CELEBRATING OUR VOLUNTEERS

As Jack was preparing to retire, 
the Pricketts responded to a 
newspaper ad for volunteers. 
They’d been looking for 
something to do together and 
Crayons provided the opportunity. 
Jan had taught school before 
staying home to raise their 
family, so the mission was a fit as 
well. Jan and Jack were regular 
morning shelf-stockers.
 
These three helped to build an  
incredible foundation for our 
thriving volunteer program 
where—in addition to enthusiasm 

Crayons to Computers 
has an incredibly 
rich history of 
volunteerism. As 
the organization 

celebrated more than 20 years of 
operation, several volunteers also 
reached the 20-year milestone 
of volunteering for Crayons. At 
the Anniversary Celebration in 
February 2017, Crayons was able to 
shine a spotlight on Jan and Jack 
Prickett and Virginia Rinehart—
three of the original “family.”
 
Jan, Jack and Virginia perfectly 
represent what makes our volunteers 
so special: thoughtfulness, 
commitment to doing the little 
things right, and willingness to 
do any job. From sweeping and 
bundling to stocking and loading, 
they did it, and always with a smile. 
They demonstrated time and 
again that the little things add up to 
make a big difference for teachers 
and students throughout our 
community.
 
Virginia retired from 38 years of 
teaching with Cincinnati Public 
Schools and became a volunteer 
at Crayons with her daughter,  
Terri. She was always a “check-out”  
volunteer and, in that role,  
developed a “following” of teachers 
who would wait in her line for the 
chance to catch up or deliver special 
treats made by the students.
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for helping kids in need—caring 
for and about each other is central. 
Volunteers are truly the “glue sticks” 
in Crayons’ success story. We are 
sincerely grateful for—and thankful 
to—all our volunteers.

For every dollar donated,  

Crayons to Computers  

gives away nearly  

$10  
worth of school supplies.

DID YOU KNOW?
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Crayons to Computers 
wanted to provide 
more than supplies—
we wanted to give 
hope to kids who 

need it most. Crayons launched 
a note-writing campaign called 
#MyWishForYou as part of 
celebrating our 20th anniversary. 
As part of the year-long program 
and awareness initiative, Crayons 
enlisted the help of local 
business leaders, organizations, 
students and individuals in 
the Greater Cincinnati area to 
write notes of encouragement 
to the students we serve. The 
goal of the campaign was to 
fill 37,000 backpacks (many 
bought through a grant from The 
Carol Ann and Ralph V. Haile, 
Jr./U.S. Bank Foundation) with 
these notes, which would be 
distributed through the Teacher 
Free Store and Mobile Outreach 
Program. Through overwhelming 

support from the community, 
Crayons filled—and distributed—
all 37,000 backpacks.

In a 2017 poll of teachers who 
shop at Crayons to Computers, 
more than 98% of respondents 
indicated that they would like 
to see the #MyWishForYou 
campaign continue in future 
shopping years. When asked to 
describe the impact that receiving 
a #MyWishForYou card had on 
their students, one teacher wrote, 
“They were surprised and felt a 
sense of happiness that someone 
they don’t know cares about their 
education.” Another wrote, “They 
are excited to know what the note 
says. They want to get home to 
show their parents. Thank you.”

The #MyWishForYou cards may 
bring smiles, inspiration and 
perhaps a tear or two to the 
students who receive them, but 

THE POWER OF A WISH

They are  

excited to know  

what the note says. 

They want to get 

home to show  

their parents.  

Thank you.

—Teacher

ultimately are meant to act as 
reminders that someone cares 
about them and wants them to  
be successful. For some, it may  
be the only encouragement they 
ever receive.  
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IN THEIR WORDS (Stories from teachers in Greater Cincinnati)

A student arrived in my 
classroom before school 
and asked to use my 
stapler and duct tape. 
I watched as she tried 
to staple and tape her 
backpack where the 
seams had frayed and 
separated. I wish I had a 
picture of her face when 
I produced a Crayons to 
Computers brand-new 
backpack for her to use. 
She cried and laughed 
and hugged me. I told her 
that the pack came from 
the teachers free store in 
Cincinnati. Her comment? 
“You all share with us and 
each other? I want to live 
that way.”

Westwood is an Enterprise School and students are 
encouraged to become entrepreneurs. My students have 
multiple disabilities, but won the “Shark Tank” last year 
and now have their own business of making very colorful 
greeting cards. They primarily use supplies from Crayons 
to make their cards. They were able to get their business 
started with all of the creative items I find at the store. 
They sold 200 cards at Halloween and 350+ at Christmas! 
My class went from being called the “special ed class” 
to “inspiring entrepreneurs” in a matter of months. They 
have been such a light to our community, as they are 
giving money earned to local charities. We have built a 
business on what others may consider to be “trash” such 
as, previously, partially used or discarded materials and art 
supplies. Thank you so much to all who donate to Crayons. 
No gift is “too small” to put a spark in a kid’s imagination.

Students come to school 
with no school supplies. 
Just pencils and lined paper 
from Crayons to Computers 
makes all the difference in 
my classroom!!

Because of Crayons I have been able to easily and quickly 
provide needed supplies to students without the stigma 
of charity.… The students were often ashamed and 
embarrassed to tell me their family couldn’t afford to buy 
them supplies. Now, with the support of Crayons, we can 
provide those items immediately. 

Last year, I assigned a project as a unit final to my classes.  
I had one student come up to me and ask if he could have an 
alternative. When I inquired why he told me that he wasn’t sure 
his family could afford to get him the poster board he would 
need for the project. He was ashamed and embarrassed by not 
being able to afford something so inexpensive. I felt so happy 
when I was able to pull out a sheet of poster board for him at  
no charge. He seemed in shock that I wasn’t asking for anything 
in return except his best effort on the project. He got an A.

My students walk to school—
we have only one school 
bus—and the mittens, gloves 
and hats were invaluable to 
them in this freezing cold. 
Thank you to all!

You should see how much hardcore kids that show no emotion 
brighten up when they get something new. They change their 
whole outlook when you show you care about them.
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BALANCE SHEET
ASSETS: FY 2017 FY 2016

Cash and cash equivalents ........................................... $200,343 ....................$266,030
Investments .............................................................................6,011,732 ...................5,668,684
Property and equipment, net ......................................... 1,150,773 .................... 1,097,402
Other assets ...........................................................................6,122,562 ..................... 7,316,824
Total Assets ......................................................$13,485,410 .......... $14,348,940

LIABILITIES:

Accounts payable ...............................................................$146,070 .......................$120,521
Accrued liabilities ......................................................................22,661 ........................... 19,328
Total Liabilities ...................................................... $168,731 ................ $139,849

NET ASSETS:

Unrestricted ...................................................................... $13,160,875 ................$14,198,058
Temporarily restricted ......................................................... 155,804 ............................ 11,033
Total Net Assets ................................................$13,316,679 ...........$14,209,091

TOTAL LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS ...............$13,485,410 .......... $14,348,940

INCOME STATEMENT
REVENUES, GAINS & OTHER SUPPORT 

Contributions ....................................................................$1,042,860 ..................$1,086,352
In-kind contributions ........................................................ 8,120,343 .................... 11,512,886
Realized and unrealized gains (losses) ........................ 768,198 .....................(208,203)
Interest and dividend income, net of fees ........................ 91,760 ...........................118,159
Total revenues, gains and other support ..........$10,023,161 ........... $12,509,194

EXPENSES .................................................................................................

Program services ..........................................................$10,363,060 .................$11,285,257
Management and general .....................................................212,112 .........................137,902
Fundraising...............................................................................340,401 .........................295,231
Total Expenses ..................................................$10,915,573 ............ $11,718,390

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS ...................................($892,412) ............. $790,804

FY 2017 FINANCIALS

1350 Tennessee Avenue      |      Cincinnati, OH 45229      |      www.crayons2computers.org      |      513.482.3290

      @Crayons2Computers

These financial statements do not represent the complete set of audited financial statements for 
Crayons to Computers. A complete set of financial statements also includes the Auditor’s Report 
and the Footnotes to the Financial Statements, which are omitted here. Crayons to Computers’ 
complete audited financial statements for the year ended June 30, 2017 may be obtained by 
visiting Crayons’ website at www.crayons2computers.org/financials-1. 

*Board of Trustees and Leadership Staff as of May 2018.

Proud Member of:


